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      Following the Cross 
  

      April 2015   
Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

Grace and Peace in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord!  The past forty days of Lent 

have been a time of reflection and preparation for the journey that is upon us.  As 

you receive this newsletter, we find ourselves in the midst of Holy Week, walking 

the journey with Jesus to the cross.   

Holy Week is an opportunity to pause and to remember some of the most poignant parts of our 

story as Christians, as Jesus journeys to the cross.  This year, I invite you to join me in walking this 

journey alongside Jesus.  Attend the Holy Week services offered here at St. James, at Caldwell, and 

at First Congregational in Mukwonago.  Allow yourself to hear the stories of Holy Week as if you 

were hearing them for the very first time.  Cheer with the crowd on Palm Sunday.  Gather with the 

disciples in the upper room on Holy Thursday.  Recall the stories of Jesus washing the disciples feet 

and the very first communion when Jesus foretold his death, broke bread with his betrayer, and 

said “Do this in remembrance of me.”  Try not to fall asleep while Jesus prays in the garden.  Watch 

as Judas betrays with a kiss and Jesus is taken away.  Gather with us on Good Friday to hear the 

passion narrative again.  Stand at the foot of the cross with Mary, Jesus’s mother, and the disciples.  

Bury Jesus in a borrowed tomb.  Wait in the stillness of Holy Saturday.  Live into the emotions of 

despair and confusion, not knowing what comes next.  Forget, just for a moment that we know the 

end of the story.  Then come, and find the empty tomb on Easter morning!  Experience the 

overwhelming joy that comes with knowing Christ is risen, Christ is risen indeed!  This year, I 

invite you to join me on the journey to the cross and to the empty tomb where we will meet Jesus 

and see God’s salvation for us and for the world with new eyes, ears, and hearts this season.   

Peace,  

Pastor Lorrin



EAST TROY MANOR 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

FOR APRIL   
 

April 2nd    Pastor Lorrin         
April 9th  Joyce Reed      
April 16th  Brad Balgord 
April 23rd  Brad Balgord 
April 30th  Brad Balgord        
********************************************** 

SECOND 
HELPINGS 

 

 Many thanks again to the 

congregation of St. Peter's 

Catholic Church for their 

special donations, 

organizers, cooks and all 

their workers, especially Joan Duncan and Judy 

Nolting. Another delicious meal was served on 

March 16 of corn beef/cabbage and macaroni and 

cheese. It was served to approximately 139 guests.   

  

Several months are in need of St. James UMC 

members or committees to sign-up and serve. 

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the 

Narthex or ask someone on the "Second Helpings" 

Team. 

The Second Helpings Committee  
***************************************** 

 

EAST TROY  FOOD PANTRY  

 

Don’t forget to bring your items 

for the food pantry each Sunday!  

These items are “always” needed 

no matter what month or 

season, they are: 

Laundry soap, dish 

soap, sugar, flour, 

and cookies.   The theme for April is: “Spring 

Cleaning” the items needed this month are: 

Kitchen cleaners, Bathroom Cleaners, 

Furniture Polish, Glass Cleaner and 

Disinfecting Wipes.     

 

 
Spring is practically here and Easter is upon us!  

Because Easter Sunday is the first Sunday of April, 

we will not be having Impact! during the month 

of April.  Instead, join us for our Sunrise Service at 

6am, followed by Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall, 

and our Easter Worship Celebration at 9am.  

Then, enjoy the rest of the day with family and 

friends and plan to join us for Impact! on 

Sunday, May 3rd! 

************************************************ 

 

 
 

DISASTER REPONSE MINISTRY 
 

April 24, 2015 

Spiritual and Emotional Care Class 

Conference: Wisconsin Time:  

8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Location: St James United Methodist Church 

East Troy, Wisconsin 53120 

Contact: Tom Rossmiller, DRC Wisconsin 

Conference tomarossmiller@centurytel.net 

H: (262) 642-3727 

C: (262) 757-5206  

 

April 25, 2015 – Leadership Training  

Spiritual and Emotional Care Class 

Conference: WI Time: 8:30 am – 11:00 am 

Location: St James United Methodist Church 

East Troy, Wisconsin 53120 

Contact: Tom Rossmiller, DRC Wisconsin 

Conference tomarossmiller@centurytel.net 

H: (262) 642-3727 

 



THANK YOU’S 

 

I would like to thank 

everyone for the prayers 

and well wishes sent to 

me after my carpel tunnel 

surgery.  Also for the many cards for my 

birthday from my church family.  It is a 

blessing to belong to such a caring church.  

Thank you. 

God Bless you all, 

Lois Crubaugh  
************* 

How sweet it is……..to receive 

Birthday cards, flowers, notes Christmas 

cookies and cards, a HUG pillow, blue lap 

robe (oh so warm) then oodles of pretty 

Valentines and candy with calories. 

I felt so true LOVE coming my way 

every time I opened my mail box here at 

Linden Ridge.  Come and visit me, Apt. 134.   

I’m glad I am a part of St. James 

family. 

 

Thank you XOXO, 

“Izzy” Schoenrock 
********** 

Below is a thank you from the Volunteer in 

Missions Team in which the Rossmiller’s 

participated: 

 

To all members of St. James UMC, 

Thank you for your very generous gift to be 

used for our VIM trip to Texas.  We are so 

happy to have Tom and Chris Rossmiller with 

us.  Continued blessing,  

Sister Ann Catherine SCSJA 

Although it rained today, our day was 

filled with blessings and we started our 

service projects and prayed with the people 

we are serving.     

*********** 

Thank you: 

The East Troy Food Pantry, Inc. would 

like to thank you for your thoughtfulness and 

generous donation of $134.00.  This donation 

will enrich the lives of those less fortunate. 

Many thanks for the donation from the 

Ash Wednesday Ecumenical Worship 

Service. 

Sincerely, 

Dolores, East Troy Food Pantry  

 
Palm & Passion Sunday  

9:00am at St. James UMC  

Holy Thursday  

7:00pm at St. James UMC  

Good Friday  

12:00pm at First Congregational Church in 

Mukwonago (Roberts Rd)  

7:00pm at Caldwell UMC in Mukwonago  

Easter Sunrise Service  

6:00am at St. James UMC in the 

Fellowship Hall  

Easter Breakfast  

7:00am at St. James UMC in the 

Fellowship Hall  

Easter Celebration 9:00am at St. James UMC  

************************************* 

REMINDER 
Event Planning Policy 

     
If you are planning an event that you would like to 

be included on the church 

calendar, and/or that 

utilizes church space, 

please fill out an Event 

Planning Form.  These 

forms are located in the 

mailboxes (outside the 

office) labeled Event 

Planning Forms, and submit it to the office.  You 

can also download an Event Planning Form online 

on the Calendar and Events page.  Once your form 

is filled out, please submit it to the office and the 

appropriate people will consider approving your 

event and return the form to you.  Thank you for 

your cooperation with this new policy that will 

help us create an organized calendar and schedule 

of events for our church.   

 

The Administrative Council 

 



  

Take a Moment . . . To Grow Closer to God! 

 

Shaped to Serve 

 

God has made each of us a unique individual shaped to serve and to glorify Him! 
 

The children in Sunday school are learning about Jesus’ life. As they read the Bible and participate in planned 

activities, Jesus and the people He loved become more understandable in their young minds. 

 

A recent lesson is a case in point. It is the story that Pastor Lorrin told us on the same Sunday that we studied 

John in class.  The first scripture was, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  (John 3:16)  The second scripture, “I am the 

light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

 

John the Apostle, writer of five books of the New Testament, was a beloved friend of Jesus Christ, and a pillar in 

the early Christian church. John and his brother, James, were called away from their fishing nets to follow Jesus 

and later became part of Christ’s inner circle. James was the first disciple to be martyred for his faith. 

 

There are so many lessons to learn from these Bible passages. Someone (God) we have never seen sacrificed His 

son so we will have eternal life. This is a wonderful blessing to us. But, as the children learned, there are 

expectations to receive this blessing. Jesus tells us, “to believe in God and believe also in me.”  (John 14:1) 

 

In John 8:12, we learned that Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament promise of the coming of the “light” of salvation 

and the “light” of God. 

 

The children shared their ideas that evil and sin is associated with darkness, but love and salvation grows in the 

light. We discussed that “growing in the light” means that the faith journey is a life-long experience. We 

continually strive to be more “Christ like.” They made a shield for the light switch plate in their bedroom. Every 

night they are reminded as they turn off the lights, that darkness prohibits them from growing their faith in the 

light.  

 

Blessings and expectations; scripture is full of them. We need to read, study, and understand. As I have said 

before, the Bible is our textbook, and life is the test. Our children are beginning their faith journey. As their faith 

family, we need to role model our faith, and live a Christian example for their continued growth in the light.  

Praise be to God! 

 

Judy McFarlane 
 

 

 

 



 

NORTH WEST STUDENT EXCHANGE 

 
NWSE is promoting the students below to help locate quality families in the community 

to host students for the 2015-16 school year. These students would arrive into the U.S. in 

August this year. NWSE offers a $150.00 referral to churches if a family you recommend 

host a student. 

 
Melanie is a 1st semester 15-year-old girl from Germany who loves to dance, do martial arts, and be 
active in the community with her church youth group. She is a member of a dance club and focuses on 
standart as well as breakdance classes. When she's not active in her karate and dance classes she is 

also busy with her church's youth group and does a lot of social activities with the other members of her group. They are organizing 
community events and she's also learning how to coach and work with younger children to include them in social projects. 
 
 
João is an easygoing and thoughtful 15-year-old boy from Brazil. He will be 16 years old on his exchange. João is an enthusiastic and 
talented guitar player who loves music. He plays the acoustic guitar, electric bass and electric guitar. João plays guitar in the band at his 
church. He and his parents are active members of their church and he participates in the church youth group, too. He spends time a lot 
of his free time with his parents. He also likes to meet up with friends to skateboard at the park, go surfing and have sleepovers. His 
interests include surfing the internet, movies, photography and drama/theatre. 
 
 
Svea is 1st semester girl from Germany who turns 15 this spring and loves playing volleyball, doing sports, cooking, and spending time 
with her family and friends. She has been a member of a local volleyball club for three years now and practices three times a week 
there. While she would be excited to have a chance to play volleyball in the U.S., she is open to exploring other sports and activities as 
well, including dancing, photography, and surfing. Svea loves children, supplements her pocket money by occasionally baby-sitting, and 
would be happy to live in a host family with kids of any age. At home, Svea enjoys cooking and trying out new recipes from the internet. 
She is a member of the youth group of a local church and likes to walk her family’s dog. Svea has a close relationship with her 
grandmother, who helped inspire her to become an exchange student. Her interests include rollerblading, jogging, skiing, listening to 
music (especially pop), ballroom dancing, photography, watching movies, and surfing the internet.  
 
 
Jan is a 15-year old boy from Germany who loves playing sports, singing, playing the trumpet, participating in school and church 
activities, as well as spending time with family and friends. He particularly enjoys music, spends four hours rehearsing with the choir of 
the local cathedral every week, and fully takes part in its tours and concerts. Additionally, he is a member of his school's big band, with 
which he practices two hours a week. Jan regularly plays tennis in a local club and enjoys playing soccer as well. During family 
vacations, he likes to go hiking, skiing, snowboarding, and windsurfing. In the U.S., he would be excited to have a chance to play tennis 
or explore American sports, such as basketball, American football, and baseball. Jan loves spending time with his friends at school and 
has previously served as representative of his class. He is used to helping with household chores, and has a special interest in history 
and geography that he would be happy to share with his host family. Jan participates in the youth group of his church and assisted 
organizing a holiday camp for children there. His interests include photography, playing chess, watching movies, surfing the internet, 
playing video games, and reading. 
 
Leonore is a girl from Germany who will be turning 15 this spring, who loves singing, playing the flute and being with her friends and 
family. She sings in a pop choir group at her school where she greatly enjoys getting to sing both modern and older songs, as well as 
singing in the big school choir concert that is put on every December. Along with choir, Leonore also has been playing the flute for 
almost seven years. She is an extremely active member of her church youth group, along with a Girl Scout group that she attends with 
some of her friends. In her free time she enjoys jazz dancing, arts and crafts, cooking, watching movies, internet surfing and reading. 
Leonore lives with her mother, father and two younger siblings in Germany, all of whom she is very close with.   
 
I look forward to hearing from you and answering any questions you may have. 

 

Michael Spees 
262-662-4794  wcac1935@hotmail.com 
 
 

mailto:wcac1935@hotmail.com


 
Our Mission 

Was To Help Those Living in Poverty 
(as written by Tom Rossmiller)  

 

The mission team ranged in age mid-20s to 87 years of age. 36 people assisted on this mission trip.  Seven 

mission projects were assigned and five were completed. The cost for materials alone for this mission team 

projects exceeded $6000.00. This did not include the cost for transportation, or groceries for the mission team. 

 

Chris worked as a floater and was sent where ever more help was needed to complete a project. 

On one of Chris’s projects she worked with the mission team painter; Tom the painter does not have much of a 

family life and lives by himself. He is very emotional when he talks about the mission work and teams he has 

worked with. He stated his faith was not as strong as he wishes it could be. Chris provided Tom the cross you 

gave her to share – Chris prayed for Tom daily and she had Tom as a prayer partner during this mission trip. 

 

I was sent to a single home to work the entire week. Chris had to even work with me for two days. Everyone 

worked improving living conditions on the homes we worked on. Even the 87 year old man crawled on his knees 

under a trailer to fix some plumbing and heat vents for a lady. 

 

Many of us probably could not live under the conditions we saw. It is sometimes said a person’s home is their 

castle.  Most of us would think the homes we worked on should be condemned. 

 

One home had dry rot so bad that when the windows were shut the wind would still blow the curtains. The 

people who worked on this house said they could have pushed their finger through the walls. Here a new door 

was installed and windows were repaired as well as other miscellaneous tasks. 

 

In another home a deck and ramp was built for a family where the wife had a brain tumor and had to hang on to 

the walls to walk and the husband had been impacted by agent orange from the Vietnam war and could not walk 

well or stand any long periods of time.  His thanks was to push a chair out to the deck and sat down and wave 

goodbye before the team left the site on Friday afternoon. 

 

Another team worked on installing a new roof on a home which leaked badly. The team worked all week ripping 

off the old shingles installing new soffits and replacing all the roof vents, valleys, and installed a new roof. Two 

people from the mission team were injured on this project. One fell from the roof and the other had a ladder 

accident – both people walked away without any significant injuries just a little stiff the next day – God was 

surely present. 

 

The team I worked with worked at the home being lived in by a 36 year old lady, her husband and her family of 

three children, her brother and wife and their children; the lady has stage four cancer and was truly very sick  Her 

wish was to have her home in better shape for her family before she died.  In this home there was no kitchen 

sink, but some fairly new counter tops. There were no working wash basins in the bathroom.  There was a toilet 

and a shower which existed. The shower was where the dishes were washed and the clothes were washed and 

hung on the rim of a bath tub which was also not plumbed in. 

 

The walls were dingy and some remodeling had occurred in the home but money was so tight after the cost of 

medical care for mom there was hardly enough money for food. This was so evident the night we invited the 

family to the First UM Church in Navasota, when we saw the children of the family eat like they were so hungry.  

It is obvious to all of us they were hungry and this was a special occasion for them. 

 

 

 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 

 



 

 

Our Mission -Was To Help Those Living in Poverty 
(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS)  

 

 

 

The team working on this site all decided before we would leave this home they would have a new kitchen sink 

and garbage disposal and there would be running water in the sinks in the bathroom. After the kitchen sink was 

installed on Friday I saw two family members discussing who would get to do the dishes first in the new kitchen 

sink and the sprayer attachment was a real extra. 

  

The lower level hall and doors were cleaned and painted and dry wall was installed in areas that had not been 

completed in the hallway. The bathroom was also painted. Upper case molding was installed in the hall. 

 

In the upper level of the home we repaired two broken windows which only had sheets over them to keep the 

cold and rain out.  The upper level had been studded out some and was to be a future bedroom. Before we left we 

installed all the ceiling rafters, finished studding out the walls, insulated the entire upper level and dry walled the 

entire area.  The first and second coat of dry wall mud had been placed on the walls and about 1/3 of the upper 

level ceiling in this new room had also been mudded. We provided the door for a future bathroom for the upper 

level and the bi fold doors for the future closet. Surely some work remained to be completed on this project 

 

Lunette, the sick ladies brother, James was at the home.  James was an ex-convict.  He had a tear drop tattoo. I 

tried to work with James and talk with him on the opportunities I had.  He seemed to appreciate our 

conversations and was always willing to try and help me whenever he could.  I tried to encourage him to stay 

true to God and to work hard every day to stay on a better path.  I gave James the cross you gave me. 

 

The family showed their appreciation by getting Mom out of bed to come to the front porch and sit and wave to 

us as we drove away. 

 

Before closing I have to mention the local people are also trying to help this family. A local electrical contractor 

whose name was Lester will spend a total of eight days in this home making repairs, providing a new electric 

service and installing lights and fixtures all on his own time and cost. A little story about Lester; when you asked 

Lester for something, more often than not he would say it couldn’t be done but a day or so later he would figure 

out a way to make it happen.  He told me he prays about this house and family every night trying to figure out 

what to do to make it right. 

 

I can say I wish more work could have been completed for this family but time ran out. I am sure I will never 

forget this family and I am sure Chris feels the same about all the families she had worked with. It is our hope 

and prayer we made a difference and we made their lives a little easier.  

 

It is our prayer God will be with all those families who struggle each day of their lives; with health concerns, 

with their past struggles, and with poverty.   

 

Tom & Chris Rossmiller 
 

Chris and I would like to Thank each of you for supporting us as well as the rest of the mission team. I feel 

confident in saying all of us on the mission team appreciated all the support you have shown us; Chris and I felt 

truly blessed.   

 
 
 



 
  

Worship in April 

April 5 Easter Worship Celebration 
April 12 Walking as Children of the Light 
April 19 Telling the Story of Jesus & Woodson Baptism 
April 26 Jesus the Good Shepherd 

************************************************************************************************* 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES IN APRIL TO: 
  

April 8  Terry Kegley 

April 8  Tom Sonderegger 

April 10  Kathy Anderson  
April 10   Alec Judd 

April 10  Hurvey Haskins 

April 11  Shawn Klumb 

April 14  Terry Collamore 

April 19  Marilyn LaPlant-Lyman 

April 20   Linda Spees 

April 20  Pat Hough 

April 21  Harley Kurtz 

April 21   Ethelda Loose 

April 21  Greg Hahn 

April 22   Jayne Bjorge 

April 24  Jane Moyer 

April 26  Debbie Stiglitz 

April 27  Carolyn Werth 

April 30  Kenneth Kyburz  

 

*************************************************************************** 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY WISHES IN APRIL TO: 
 

April 6  Don & Mary Stobber 

April 13  Lisa & Jim Gitz 

April 14  Dave & Jane Moyer  
April 17  Hurvey & June Haskins 
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STRAIGHT FROM THE ARK!  
 

A Mission of St. James United Methodist Church 

Our mission at Noah’s Ark Christian Day Care is to provide a 

safe, fun and spiritual environment for children.  We are a 

state licensed not-for-profit religious organization.  Every day 

the children choose structured activities and also participate in prayer time.  Our role is to 

present a well-rounded curriculum that focuses on the child and includes social, emotional, 

physical, and intellectual development under professional and personal care.  Our duty is to 

treat each child with respect, dignity, and self-worth, which will help a child develop a positive 

self-image, and constructive interactions with peers and caregivers.   At Noah’s Ark we strive 

to communicate openly and encourage you to be involved, and your ideas, thoughts, and 

suggestions are always welcome.  All the children receive the highest quality care in a healthy, 

safe, spiritually filled environment. 

Report from the Director 

Happy Easter!!  This month we will be doing a lot of Easter and Spring activities.  We will have 

our Easter party on April 2nd.  The kids will have an Easter egg hunt and a visit from the 

Easter Bunny!  Our school agers will be on Spring break April 3-12.  During that time we will 

have an electronics day, bike and scooter day, pajama popcorn and movie day, walk to the park 

day and a fun filled trip to the Jelly Belly Factory!  Our preschool children will enjoy starting 

their own garden and learning all about how to keep our Earth clean. 

 

Enrollment 

 

  Infants:  4           Toddlers: 5    Preschool: 7 School-age:  11   Total Enrolled:  27 

 

Curriculum / Themes for the Week 

 

March 30-3  Theme:  Easter Fun   

April 6-10   Theme:  Spring Time    

April 13-17  Theme:  Plants and growing things 

April 20-24  Theme:  Celebrate our Earth 

April 27-1  Theme:  April showers bring May flowers   
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~ April 2015 ~ 
 
 
 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

ADDITIONAL 
DATES: 

 
15TH is Newsletter 

Deadline  

   1  
Choir practice 

6:30 p.m. 
 

AA meets in 
Fellowship Hall  

 7:30 p.m.  

2  
East Troy Manor 
Worship 11am 
Knitters meet 
11 – 12 p.m. 

Holy Thursday 
Worship 7p.m.@St. 

James  
  

3  
Good Friday 

Worship 
@Mukwonago 

Congregational 
12 noon 

And Caldwell 
@7p.m.  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

4  

 

5 
Easter Sunrise 
Worship 6 a.m. 

Easter Breakfast 
@7a.m. 

Easter Worship 
@9 a.m.  

  w/Communion 
 

6 

 
7 

 
8 

United Methodist 
Women meet 

1:00 p.m. 
Day Care Board 
meeting 6 p.m.  
Choir practice 

6:30 p.m. 
AA meets in 

Fellowship Hall 
 7:30 p.m. 

9 
  East Troy Manor 

Worship 11am 
 

Knitters meet 
11 – 12 p.m. 

 
 

10  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

11  

 

12  
Worship 9 a.m. 

 
Confirmation 

meets 11-12:30pm 
 

Youth Group 
meets 6:30 –  

8:30 p.m.  
 

13 
Crafters meet 

9 -11 a.m. 
 

SPRC meeting 
7 p.m.  

 

14 
Girl Scouts meet 
in Fellowship Hall 

6 – 7:30pm 

 

15  
Red Bird Circle meets 

@Heritage 
1 p.m. 

Mary-Martha Circle 
meets 1 p.m. 

Choir practice 
6:30 p.m. 
AA meets 

Fellowship Hall 7:30  
Staff meeting 

7:30 p.m.  

16  
East Troy Manor 
Worship 11am 

 
Knitters meet 
11 – 12 p.m. 

 

 

17  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

18  

 

19  
Worship 9 a.m. 

 
Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. 
Nurture meeting 

10:00 a.m.  

20  
Second Helpings 

meal 5:30 p.m. 
 

AD Council/Finance 
meeting 7 p.m.  

 

21 
   
 
 

22  
Choir practice 

6:30 p.m. 
AA meets in 

Fellowship Hall  
7:30 p.m. 

 

23  
East Troy Manor 
Worship 11am 
Knitters meet 
11 – 12 p.m. 

.  
 

24 OFFICE         

CLOSED 
Spiritual & 

Emotional Care 
Class 

8:30 – 4:30pm  
Girl Scouts 
meet 6-9pm 

in Fellowship  

25  
Spiritual & 

Emotional Care 
Class 

8:30 – 11 am 

  

26  
Worship 9 a.m. 
Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. 
Confirmation 

meets 11-12:30pm 

27 
Crafters meet 

9 -11 a.m. 

 

28 
BUNCH for 

LUNCH 

 

29 
Choir practice 

6:30 p.m. 
AA meets in 

Fellowship Hall  
7:30 p.m. 

30 
East Troy Manor 
Worship 11am 
Knitters meet 
11 – 12 p.m. 
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FOR OUR YOUTH!!! 
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