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Now, is Heaven for Real?   

 We have been studying heaven and the theme running through this series is 

this; what you think about heaven determines how you will live today!  The reality 

is that the future is like an anchor that has been thrown ahead of us and it is pulling 

us into the future.  In 2 Peter, the Apostle Peter ends his letter in an interesting way, 

after describing how the earth would be resurrected – paradise restored – he ends by 

giving his friends and us today encouragement.  Let’s go to today’s scripture 2 

Peter 3:11-18, and as I read, listen for a question that lies within the text. 

 
11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought 
you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to 
the day of God and speed its coming.  That day will bring about the 
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 
heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new 
heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 
 
14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every 
effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind 
that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also 
wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in 
all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some 
things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people 
distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 
 
17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your 
guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and 
fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 
 

 

 Did you hear it?  Peter asked in verse 11, “Since everything will be destroyed 

– or better described as cleansed and resurrected – in this way, what kind of 

people ought you to be?”  Peter isn’t asking what kind of people you should be in 

the future, but what kind of people should you be today?  His question is the very 

heart of today’s sermon, what difference does it make if we know about heaven 

and God’s future plans us?   
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In the following verses of this chapter, Peter tells us what kind of people we ought 

to be.  You see, when we learn a new truth about God, with that truth comes 

responsibility. We spent several weeks talking about heaven and learned things 

we didn’t know, but now we do. We must be different people because of our 

exposure to God’s promises and principles and God’s will.   
 

I believe - if we want to know God’s will for our lives, we have to train our 

minds to think biblically.  I mean… with everything coming at us on TV, radio, 

internet, social media, those things will not help us live the life God created us for.   

 

If we don’t make better choices about what we listen to, we’ll be led further away 

from God’s plan and purpose for us.  In fact, go to 1 Peter 1:13, Peter tells us this, 

“Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully 

on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.” 

 

Prepare your minds for action, this means we need to be ready to do 

something with what we learned and know!  Why?  Because if we just float along 

with the culture around us, it’ll harden our hearts against God and lead us away 

from God’s plan and purpose and blessings for our lives.  We can never discover 

God’s plan and purpose for our lives if we ignore God’s directions!   

 

What Peter is saying in today’s scripture - when we know what God has planned 

for us, it changes the way we think!  And in today’s scripture we find 5 things 

that demand our minds to be prepared for action.  Let’s take a look at them: 

 

 

1. We are to prepare our minds for action when it comes to being holy. 
Verse 11, “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people 

ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives.”  Peter describes the 

lifestyle of someone who believes in and trusts in God’s plan.  We are to be people 

of holy conduct, holy – this means to be set apart for the service of God.   

 

If we go back to 1 Peter 1:13, “Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be 

self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ 

is revealed.”  Then he says in verse 16, “…But just as he who called you is holy, so 

be holy in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy.’”   

Peter tells us that we’re to prepare our minds for action and be self-controlled about 

Godliness, be holy.  And Godliness is an inward attitude about God.   
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This whole scripture is telling us something we already know, we don’t become 

Godly on our own.  We have to practice - with the power of the Holy Spirit - to be 

Godly.  To get good at anything in life, we practice!  Peter is telling us, if we’re to 

be Godly people - practice.  There are things God will do and things we do.   

We need to take the step of faith – OBEDIANCE to what God is telling us. Then - 

with God’s power and practice being Godly or holy. 

 

 My point –  
Today, we’re in the process of becoming more like God in obedience and behavior!   

Now you know why we are to have our minds ready for action!  Because when you 

get up in the morning, you have to make some decisions about how you’re going to 

live you life - ready for action about being holy for God.   

 

When we think about heaven, God’s message and plan are clear and 

understandable.  But when my mind drifts from heaven, that’s when heavenly 

things seem unattractive and my plans seems more attractive then God’s.  Like I 

said before, heaven is to reel us in - and heaven is calling us to holiness of life.  

 

 

2. Next prepare our minds for action when it comes to God’s promises. 
2 Peter 3:12 says, “…as you look forward to the day of God.”  What Peter is talking 

about here is that we must prepare our minds to the fact that Jesus will return one 

day!  Do you know that this crucial fact of Christianity is one many Christians 

today ignore or are ignorant of!   

 

But those who are ignorant of this part of Christianity have lost their willingness 

and desire to be prepared for when Jesus returns – they have no desire to be 

prepared for the future!   

 

Jesus promised that he will return one day!  And Peter is telling us that we need 

to be aware of the promises of God!  Jesus promised - he will return, do you 

believe that?  Do you know, ¼ of the New Testament talks about what will happen 

when Jesus returns and what will happen after he returns!   

If God placed that much information in the bible, don’t you think we should 

know about it?  God wants us prepared and attentive to Christ’s return, God also 

wants us to know about God’s promises for you and me in the bible.  
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3. Prepare our minds for action when it comes God’s purpose for us.   
Notice verse 14, “So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, 

(Forward to what?  Forward to heaven as well as purity and God’s promises.  

Looking forward to these things) make every effort to be found spotless, blameless 

and at peace with him.”  Now the words “make every effort” are found 3 times in 

this Epistle, the 1st is in 2 Peter 1:5 where we’re told to make every effort to add to 

your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge.  The 2nd time Peter uses this term 

is in 2 Peter 1:10 where we’re told to be all the more eager to make your calling 

and election sure because if you do these things, you will never fall.”   

 

• My point - God has a purpose and plan for your life!   
Peter is saying; we must be diligent, make every effort to find and participate in the 

purpose God has called us to.  Peter wants each of us to know the purpose of which 

God has created us for, and discover God’s plan for our lives!. 

 

Peter is saying - we must prepare our minds for action and be self-controlled when 

we talk about the purpose God has for us!  We have to make sure that our lives are 

matching the purpose for which we were created!   

 

• You know as well as I do how easy it is to let days and weeks and months go 

by… and all of a sudden, the purpose you were created for has been ignored.  

And on that day when you stand before the Lord, on the ultimate reward day we 

talked about a few weeks ago, we will give an account for how we followed that 

plan God has for our lives.  And Jesus will ask us what we did with the gifts and 

abilities for that purpose! 

 

 Peter is saying that in light of Jesus coming back, do something about 

participating in that purpose God has for your life!  Make sure you get up each day 

and spend time with the Lord, Pray, read God’s word, take the SHAPE Analysis, 

know what you are all about.  Ignore all those things that will distract you from 

that plan, be tough minded and diligent.  For all the opportunities and things you 

can do, compare it to the purpose God created you for!   

 

I’m just like you, in order to say yes to some things, I must say no to others!  That’s 

what preparing your minds, being diligent and being tough minded is all about!  

You can’t always put God at the bottom of the list and then say that God is a 

priority in your life! 
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4. Prepare our minds for action when it comes to your position. 
Verse 17 of 2 Peter 3, “Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, (Know 

what?  That God has a purpose for you!)  be on your guard so that you may not be 

carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position.”   

 

What does Peter mean by being on guard that we do not fall from our secure 

position?  He’s saying “Know what you believe!  Know why you believe it, make 

sure when you hear things - like the stories about heaven you hear about in the 

media, that you will see right through it!”     

 

Peter is saying, considering that Jesus will return, and one day you will be with him; 

don’t to be drawn away from the truth and made ineffective by deceptive stories.   

I know people who didn’t understand their faith; or why they believe what they 

believe, and when their faith was questioned, they didn’t know what to say.  When 

people told them deceptive stories that sound good, they started to doubt their faith.   

 

They didn’t lose their salvation, but they walked away from their church and lost 

their effectiveness for Jesus.  In the same way they lost the reward God planned for 

them.  We must prepare our minds against the counterfeit spiritual truths out there! 

 

 

5. Prepare our minds for action when it comes to your progress! 
Did you know, when you read 2 Peter, you’re reading the last thing Peter wrote 

before he was crucified.  And what the last thing he said?  Verse 18, “But grow in 

the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be the 

Glory both now and forever!  Amen.”  The Christian life is not a destination and 

think that you’ve arrived.  We will never stop growing spiritually!  

 

That’s why we need to worship together - to hear God’s word preached and 

explained.  That’s why we have bible studies and our next series will be going 

through the Book of James with matching Sunday School classes.   

 

We grow by being in persistent prayer, and participate in the life of the church, 

Hebrews 10:25, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.”  What Day, the day of our Lord Jesus’ return!  

 

 


