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2 - Heaven is for Real!  The Place of Heaven   

John 14:1-11 
 

It was Sunday and the Sunday school class was in session and the teacher was quizzing 

the class about the gospel and salvation.  And the teacher said, “If I sold everything I owned and 

gave the money to the church, would that get me into heaven?”  And the whole class responded 

with a resounding “NO.”  “Well,’ she said, “If I clean my house everyday, mowed the yard, 

planted flowers and made my home beautiful, would that get me into heaven?”  Once again, as 

if practiced many times, the class shouted out in unison, “NO!”  She went on, “If I was kind to 

animals, was a good person and loved my family, would that get me into heaven?”  As if 

programmed, the response was once more a resounding “NO!”  “Well” the teacher said, “Than 

how can I get to heaven?”  And a young boy who was new to class that week shouted out from 

the back, “You have to be dead!”    

  

And that’s true isn’t it, if Jesus doesn’t return to take us to be with him, the only way you 

can get to heaven - is to die.  That means that everyone in this room has a chance to get to 

heaven because the current death rate is 100%.  And unless Jesus Christ returns soon, we are all 

going to die.     

 

The 2001 Harris poll says that 80% of Americans believe in heaven!  And even though 

heaven is a popular topic for Americans, novelists and film makers, the church seldom talks 

about it.  Partly because some think that talking about an after life is anti-intellectual, 

belonging to the realm of out-dated evangelists.  But history has also shown that when the 

church ignores heaven, it loses its influence in the world - and that’s why you see little 

difference between the morals and life styles of Christians and non-Christians?  What you 

think about heaven directly influences how you live, make choices and set priorities.  

 

When you forget that God has prepared a glorious, wonderful place, that is real and not 

imaginary - a place called heaven where the person who trusts Jesus Christ will spend eternity.  

You start trying to recreate it on earth.  You see, God designed and created us with a hunger for 

heaven in our hearts.  And if we don’t know what is awaiting us in eternity, we will spend every 

dime and do anything we can to make life on earth as much like heaven as we can.  We work to 

get rid of life’s pain, get all the toys, and come to beautiful western Wisconsin with its coulees 

and valleys right next to the Mississippi.  And while these things are OK, the problem is that we 

can never duplicate that place God has prepared for us in eternity.    

 

And if we don’t understand this truth and feed that hunger with the spiritual truth of 

God’s word, we will end up trying to feed this hunger with cheap and temporary things that 

leave us empty and unsatisfied.  So what do we need to know about heaven?  More than I could 

ever tell you!  But we’ll seek God’s truth about heaven. 
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In today’s scripture, Jesus had just told his disciples that he was going to die, be buried, 

raised on the third day, and go back to heaven.  But since the disciples didn’t understand 

what Jesus was saying, they freaked out.  So today’s scripture is Jesus calming response, 

John 14:1-11, listen to what Jesus said about heaven. 

 

Did you hear what Jesus said about heaven?  He said that he was going to prepare a place 

for the disciples, a place for you and me.  Over and over again, the bible refers to heaven as an 

actual place.  A place described as, the celestial city, a country or a kingdom, but of all these 

biblical metaphors that describe heaven.  I believe that the best description of heaven is right 

here in John 14 where Jesus said, “It is my father’s house.”   

 

If you grew up in a warm and loving family, you most likely have great memories of 

home, your father’s house.  And isn’t our childhood home often like a magnet that draws us 

back, no matter where we live?  Whether you move across the state or across the country, 

there’s something about our father’s house that draws us home.  There’s something very 

intimate and sweet and personal about heaven when you talk about it as the Fathers house.  It’s 

not an empty space, but in your minds eye you see furniture and decorations, there’s warmth in 

a home.  And Jesus promised us that if we place our trust in him, he has prepared a place for us 

in heaven - in his Father’s house, a heavenly home where we’re privileged to be a part of the 

family of God.   

Heaven is not an imaginary place.  Some say it’s a benevolent state of mind, or a reward 

for being good; others say it is experienced in this world, or heaven or hell is what you make of 

it in this life.  But the bible doesn’t describe heaven that way, or even as a figment of our 

imagination or a place that is like Club Med in paradise.  It’s not a pleasing hope or an 

invention of fools; heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people.  It is a place and as Jesus 

said, “I will go and prepare a place for you, a literal place called heaven. 

 

Heaven is a very precious place; it’s precious because everything near and dear to you 

and me, everything that is important to the believer in Jesus Christ, everything that is 

important - is in heaven.  Here are some things that are in the place of heaven: 

 

 

First, let me tell you that: Our redeemer is in heaven.   
Hebrews 9:24 explains, “For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a 

copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.”  We 

can debate a lot about heaven, but when all is said and done, when we finish life and see heaven 

for ourselves, everything we think will be breathtaking about heaven now – pearl gates, streets 

of gold or a crystal river – will all fade to insignificance when we see the savior – Jesus Christ.  

When we see the one who paid the price for our sin on the cross, see the nail prints in his hands 

and feet, the wound in his side or the place where the crown of thorns dug into his brow.   
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When we see Jesus, an actual physical, flesh and blood resurrected Jesus; heaven will 

really be heaven and everything else will pale in comparison.  Like the old hymn explains, “We 

will walk with him, and talk with him, and he will tell you that you are his own; and the joy we 

share as we tarry there, none other has ever known.”  We’ll know Jesus like we never before.   

 

 

Secondly: Our relationships are in heaven!   
If you have loved ones who have died and were in Christ, they are in heaven.  That in 

it’s self is worth thinking about heaven.  I’ve spoken to many elderly saints who have told me 

that one of the things about getting old is that you have more friends in heaven than on earth.  

And isn’t that true, gradually as you get older, more and more friends and relatives are gone and 

with the Lord.   

 

But when you think of heaven as the Father’s house, there’s the sense of a family 

reunion!  You get to see your loved ones again in heaven, Hebrews 12:23 “…to the church of 

the first born, whose names are written in heaven.  You have come to God, the judge of all men, 

to the spirits of righteous men made perfect.”  This is a reference to the population of heaven 

and that many of our loved ones are there, and that our redeemer is there.  A lot of people have 

asked me if you will know people in heaven – YES, you will!  Heaven will have the grandest 

reunion with our loved ones and with Christ himself!                         

 

 

Thirdly: Our residence is in heaven.   
I’m not just talking about where you live, I’m talking about your citizenship - we talked 

about this last week.  Philippians 3:20, “But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly 

await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Christians are not just citizens of the United 

States of America.  When you apply for a passport and write down your place of residence, I 

said - I was born in Milwaukee and live in Richland Center.  But my real residence is in heaven, 

and Christians are actually ambassadors of God in heaven!   

 

The Christian is on a visa down here, and we are to represent our country and our Savior 

the best we can.  This world is not our home, we’re just passing through and our treasures are 

laid up somewhere beyond the blue.  Our citizenship is in heaven, that’s why Paul tells us set 

our affections on things above and not on things below.  Besides, if you forget about heaven 

and never look up, only looking around, it can get real depressing.  That’s why we must be 

reminded that we are citizens of another place - our residence is in heaven.   

 

 

And fourth - Our reward is in heaven.   
Matt. 5:12 says, “Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven.”  One of 

the messages of this sermon series we will talk about the rewards of heaven.  Did you know that 

there are 5 crowns that are available to a person who trusts in Jesus Christ?  Did you know that 

such a thing existed?   
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All though the bible, God is into motivation and rewards; God wants us to be faithful and 

one day in heaven, we’re going to get our rewards.  A crown will be given to us and we will 

cast those crowns at the feet of Jesus as an act of worship that will be unlike anything we have 

ever experienced before.   

 

Not only is our reward in heaven, but our riches are there as well.  Matthew 6 talks about 

how we are not to store up our treasure on earth, where it can be destroyed or stolen.  But we 

are to store up our treasure in heaven where it is safe.  For where our treasure is, our heart will 

be also.  We send our treasures to heaven by investing in the things that are going to heaven... 

the souls of people and the word of God.  If you want to build equity in heaven, you must invest 

by placing your time, talents and treasures in the things that bring salvation to the souls of 

people.  God rewards us for our obedience to invest in heavenly things.   

 

 

Finally and we’re finished.  Our reservation is in heaven.   
This is the most important thing.  Revelation 21:27, “Nothing impure will ever enter it, 

nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written 

in the Lamb’s book of life.”  The bible says that in heaven there is a book, a registry, it’s called 

the Lambs Book of Life, and the names of all who will be in heaven are recorded in that book.  

And there is a place in that book for your name and for mine.  Do you have a reservation in 

heaven?  One day you are going to stand before God and he is going to ask, why should I let 

you into my heaven, and if you can’t say with authority, “my name is in the book, I have a 

reservation because I put my trust in Jesus Christ as my savior.” You can’t get in! 

 

I heard a powerful story about the singer Ruthanna Metzker.  She is a professional singer 

and a Christian and she told a story about the importance of having your name written in the 

book.  Several years ago, Ruthanna was asked to sing in Seattle at a very exclusive, posh 

wedding.  She was excited because it was quite an event and the reception was to be held on the 

top 2 floors of the Columbia Tower, the tallest building in the northwest.  

  

The wedding came and when they arrived at reception, they were met by a tuxedo 

dressed matron Dee who introduced everyone as they arrived and then you were offered 

luscious hor-devors and exotic beverages.  As the bride and the groom arrived, they approached 

a beautiful glass and brass staircase that led up to the top floor where someone ceremoniously 

cut a satin ribbon and announced that the wedding feast was to begin.   

 

At the top of the stairs, the matron Dee had a bound book, greeted each guest and asked 

their name.  Ruthanna introduced herself and her husband, but he couldn’t find her name. he 

said.  “Please spell it again.”  Ruthanna spelled her name, but after searching the book, the 

matron Dee said, “I’m sorry, but your name is not here.”  “There must be some mistake!” 

Ruthanna said, “I’m the singer, I sang at the wedding!”   
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And the man replied, “It doesn’t matter who you are or what you did, if your name isn’t 

in the book, you can’t attend the banquet.”  He motioned a waiter and said, “Show these people 

to the service elevator please.” And they were ushered out past beautifully decorated tables 

laden with shrimp and smoked salmon, magnificent carved ice sculptures and an orchestra that 

was preparing to play.  They were led to the service elevator and the waiter pushed G for the 

parking garage.  As they drove off, Ruthanna explained, “When the invitations arrived, I 

was so busy, I never sent in the RSVP, besides I was the singer, surely I could go to the 

reception without returning the RSVP.   

 

Ruthanna started to cry, not only because she missed the most lavish banquet she had 

ever been invited to, but also because she suddenly had a small taste of what it will be like 

someday for people as they stand before Christ and they find that their name is not written in 

the Lambs Book of life.  And when she told the story, she said that they would be put on an 

elevator that wouldn’t stop at the garage.   

 

 

In today’s scripture where Jesus said in my Father’s house are many mansions, he 

also tells us how to make the reservation.  And I want to tell you something that is the 

greatest good news, Almighty God is still taking reservations for heaven and it doesn’t cost a 

thing; the price has already been paid by Jesus Christ.   

 

If you’re here today and never placed your trust in Christ, it is never too late.  Do you 

remember when I read in John 14 when Jesus got done telling everyone where he was going, 

Thomas the doubter said, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, how can we get there?  I 

don’t know if you ever connected these verses or not, but Jesus spoke to all of the disciples and 

said, “Thomas, I know you don’t know where I am going, and I know you don’t know how to 

get there, but let me put your heart at ease.  I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man comes 

to the Father but through me.”   

 

Now friends, you’ll really struggle with that if you are into the politically correctness of 

our culture, it doesn’t sound charitable to say that the bible teaches Jesus as the only way.  But 

let me ask you this, what if he is?  Friends, he is the only way to heaven, and if you miss Jesus, 

the bible says you miss getting a reservation in heaven.  And one day like Ruthanna and her 

husband, you’re going to stand before the matron dee of heaven and he is going to say to you, I 

can’t find your name in the book, and you’ll have to leave.  The bible even tells us what Jesus 

will say, “Depart from me, I never knew you.”   

 

I want to share with you, with all the sincerity of my heart, that Almighty God is 

inviting you to the banquet.  He’s inviting you to come and receive his forgiveness, he wants 

you to become a Christian by receiving Jesus Christ, who died for you, paid the penalty for your 

sin, who was raised again on the third day and offers a free reservation to all who put their trust 

in him.  Have you done that?  Is your name written in the Lambs Book of Life?  If you haven’t, 

you can do it today.                                                           


