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WILL HEAVEN BE BORING?
Mary T. Crane preaching on June 21, 2020

Greeting
Good Morning! What a beautiful morning filled with the gifts of one another in our 
church, the gift of our earthly fathers, and the gift of Abba, our heavenly Father. 
Happy Father’s Day to all fathers and all men who display that true mercy and courage 
and strength are found in God.

My name is Mary Crane and I am the Preaching Associate from St. James.  

Introduction
I have worked as a teacher for much of my career. A teacher’s biggest challenge is to 
design lessons that aren’t considered boring by students! 
Boring is a negative word in our culture that we hear all the time. It’s usually pronounced with a 
lot of O’s in the middle --- like this is so booooring --- and it is given as the ultimate put down.  

People used to be afraid of disease or death, but the great fear today is boredom.
What does it even mean to be bored? If you asked my seven-year-old grandson, he is bored 
when he has no one to play with, or a lot of time and nothing fun to do.  

We say we are bored when something is dull and uninteresting. Being bored even tires you out!  

So, what do we do to cope with our boredom?
We have to be entertained endlessly – scrolling on our cell phones, playing hours of thrilling 
video games, and binge-watching all the episodes of our favorite shows on Netflix or tv. 

I grew up watching a lot of tv. Do you remember Batman, The Munsters, The Adams Family, 
Perry Mason, The Twilight Zone?
Now I am not anti-technology, anti-social media and anti-entertainment. I do believe they can 
be instruments for good in our lives….

But something deeper is going on in our lives and our culture that we are so distracted. 
Addictions are rampant in our communities and offer an escape from reality.  Why are so 
many Americans, of all socio-economic levels, searching for an altered state of 
consciousness???

Don’t we long for life to be more - more than – shopping, cleaning, cooking supper, 
washing dishes, doing laundry, paying bills, working at a job, going to the doctor???

Romans 8:22 says this, “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time.”  Paul was saying that within all people – there is a 
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hunger, a desire, a drive for something more. We all are groaning. But for what??? 
Ecclesiastes 3:11b reads, “He (God) has also set eternity in the hearts of men.”  
God has designed us with a space that can only be satisfied with eternity, what we think of 
as heaven.  

When I say the word heaven, what comes to mind for you? Playing a harp and floating 
around on the clouds??? Unless you like playing a harp, this image implies heaven is boring. 
And, if we’re bored now, heaven must be boring, too. 
In today’s message let’s examine and reform our understanding of heaven.

Let’s begin by listening to today’s scripture from 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 (NRSV):
50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters,[a] is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die,[b] 
but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this 
perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When this 
perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that 
is written will be fulfilled:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?
    Where, O death, is your sting?”
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved,[c] be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because 
you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

What is it going to be like in heaven?  Paul is giving us a glimpse in verse 51: “Listen, I 
will tell you a mystery!”

Now I’m not talking about mystery shows. When my husband and I go on long road trips, I 
usually put on the show Dateline because these mysteries keep me alert when driving. I love 
trying to figure out who did it: Who murdered who? Actually, these shows can get boring after 
a while because the plot is always the same: it’s a husband or wife/boyfriend or girlfriend, 
murdering for money or another lover…My poor husband gets worried when I listen to these 
shows!!!

Our time now on earth is lived behind a veil, so we can’t see clearly what God has in store 
for us. We are living a mystery until we get to that other side, but God’s Word can give us 
some clues about heaven.  Most importantly, Paul’s words can set the stage for why heaven 
will not and could never be boring.       
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What is the opposite of boring? Since I teach English, let’s find some antonyms for the word, 
boring - like exciting, invigorating, spectacular, spellbinding, wondrous. I have a beautiful 
ragdoll cat that we named, Wonder. We called him Wonder because his eyes were big and 
would widen when he saw something he wanted to go after. He was so curious as a kitten…. 

Imagine these words from Isaiah 11:9: “The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the seas.” There is something wondrous about God’s future for us!

This morning I am inviting you to open your heart and eyes, for the Spirit to show you 
what is wonderful about heaven. 

First of all, heaven won’t be boring because it is all that we have always longed 
for.  

What do humans long for?
Revelations 21 is key: John says “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former 
heaven and the former earth had passed away.…I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride for her husband. I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, ‘Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell with 
them and they will be his people and God himself will always be with them as their God. He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or 
pain, for the old order has passed away.’” Aren’t we all longing for no more pain and 
sickness, no more death and mourning, no more broken or alienated relationships?

Heaven will not be “up there” in the sky. Heaven is coming down to earth. Heaven and 
earth will meet and merge and will become one. Only what is perfect and good and beautiful 
and loving and just will be allowed in God’s kingdom. 

We long for the best of what we experience in this life to continue on the other side of 
death. We all have experienced those precious moments - when you are hugged by a family 
member, when a friendship nourishes your soul, when you are accepted and forgiven despite 
your imperfections, when you are listened to and feel validated, when you are invited and 
welcomed somewhere, when you strive toward and finally achieve a goal, when you hear the 
birds sing or your cat purr, when water refreshes your thirst, when good food satisfies your 
hunger, when prayer opens your heart to feel God’s love.  

You see, God didn’t create earth to simply dispose of it someday, like we do throwing out 
our trash each week. God loves his creation: the plants and animals, our pets and our loved 
ones, the mountains and skies, the waterways and rainforests, the sun and the moon. We aren’t 
escaping earth for heaven.



4

But sin and death and corruption have infested our beloved earth and only God can and 
will heal and restore all of our broken creation. 
Isaiah goes on to say: “They will neither harm nor destroy on my holy mountain.”
Absolutely nothing that is evil, what hurts creation and kills and destroys, will be allowed 
into God’s new heaven and earth. 

C.S. Lewis put it this way, “If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can 
satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.  And if none of my 
earthly pleasures satisfy it, that does not mean that the universe is fraud, earthly pleasures were 
never meant to satisfy it, but only to arouse it and to suggest the real thing!”  Our longings 
point us to our Creator. Heaven coming down to earth will finally be the real thing.

1. Heaven won’t be boring because we will be with God forever, the Creator of 
our Magnificent Universe! 

St. Augustine lived in the 400s and famously wrote these words in his book, 
CONFESSIONS: “Thou has made us for thyself and our hearts are restless until we find their 
rest in thee.” When we release the grip of all our idols, we will find in God all we need.

In Psalm 16:11 we read this about God, “You have made known to me the path of life; you 
will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”   
The Psalmist said that when we are in this new heaven and new earth, we will be near God. 
At God’s right hand are pleasures that go on forever, and in his presence there is the fullness, 
the absolute explosion of joy. CS Lewis: “Joy is the serious business of heaven.”

When I was in high school our youth group had an all-night prayer meeting. Now you 
would think that praying all night would have to be THE MOST BORING thing in the world 
for teenagers to do. But I will always remember feeling especially close to God that night. As 
we prayed and worshipped, the Holy Spirit drew near to us and made God’s presence real. We 
were completely overwhelmed by God’s pure love and joy. We laughed and enjoyed each other. 
I had to work that morning, so I didn’t even get to sleep. It was God’s amazing power that 
carried me through my shift. I could be shy, but my friends at work noticed something was 
different about me that day. I was able to witness to my coworkers more than I had ever done.  

2 Thessalonians 1:9 reads, “They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out 
from the presence of the Lord.” Instead of seeking highs that don’t last, people are longing 
for true joy and love that only comes in God’s presence and lasts forever.

This doesn’t mean that our earthly pleasures and desires are unspiritual. Rather, our 
desire for pleasure and the experience of joy come directly from God’s hands. 
Our responsibility is to receive God’s gifts with gratitude and keep them in balance so they 
don’t become idols and masters that hurt and enslave us.
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The Lord gave us taste buds and put the adrenaline in our system, the Lord gave us our sex 
drives and the nerve endings that send the message of pleasure to our brain.  Our imagination 
and capacity for joy and excitement were made by the very God that we accuse of being boring!     

God is the source of everything that you and I find fascinating.  Who created music and the 
ability to perform it?  Everything that is admirable and amazing about human beings comes 
from our Creator.  It is not God who is boring - it is us!  Did we invent wit, humor and laughter?  
NO - God did! 

Did your children go through the stage of making up jokes, which make absolutely no sense 
– but they laugh anyway? Humor lightens our hearts!
Here are a few children’s jokes. [Beep your horn if you think this joke was funny!]

Where do cats put their trash? In the litter box!
Why was the baby kangaroo so lazy? It was a pouch potato!
What did Mona Lisa say when she was hauled into court? I was framed!
Why was the garbage man feeling so blue? He was down in the dumps!

God created us and our magnificent world to bring us joy, not boredom!          

2. Heaven won’t be boring because we will be surrounded by the people of God!
Back in Lent we stressed how God created us for community. We all have a deep need to 
belong, to some group or tribe. Last week I mentioned that love is noted over 300 times in the 
Bible. Jesus gave us the key to real living in the Greatest Commandments: we are to love God 
and our neighbor as ourselves. Heaven will be saturated with God’s love.

Hell, now and in the afterlife, is the absence of loving relationships. Think about what it 
would be like to be locked up in solitary confinement for ever and ever... never to have any 
companionship - no friendships or relationships again - without God or others. 

Unfortunately, solitary confinement is being used too often in prisons around the world. Nelson 
Mandela from South Africa was held in solitary confinement for much of six years. The UN 
Mandela Rules, named after him, state that after #15 days, it is considered torture to hold a 
human being in solitary confinement. People can literally go crazy from lack of human 
contact and kindness. *In Wisconsin, 3.7% of our inmates are held in solitary confinement for 
at least 15 days or more. This practice is considered barbaric and abusive.

How many times have you heard people talk about hell and imagine it as a positive place of 
everlasting sin and pleasure, sex and parties? We’ve got it backwards. Hell is really the opposite 
of fun: it is marked by self-centeredness, hatred, vengeance, isolation and total separation from 
God and people.

As Jesus’ emphasized in his parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, Hades is for those not 
showing God’s compassion and justice on earth to those in need. This means that heaven 
will be a place overflowing with God’s compassion and justice. Broken relationships will be 
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reconciled and restored. Corruption will end. Truth and righteousness will prevail. Divisions 
that separated nations, communities and families will be healed. Shalom, God’s peace, will 
reign. 

In Hebrews 12:22-23 we have a list of some of the people who are now living in heaven.  
“But you have to come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.  
You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the 
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.  You have come to God, the judge of all humans, 
to the spirits of righteous people made perfect.”  This scripture was written to Christians who 
are currently living and is a description of those who are currently living in heaven.  

Look at the list, 
 It says that we are going to spend eternity with all the “righteous made perfect,” these are all the saints of the Old 

Testament.
 It also says that we’re going to spend eternity with all of the firstborn, these are all of the people who received God’s 

grace through Jesus Christ, after Jesus lived, died, was resurrected and ascended into heaven.  
 It says we are going to spend eternity with the angels.
 And most especially, we are going to spend eternity with God!  Remember, God will change us and take away 

everything in us that is imperfect.  That also means that God has transformed and perfected all the Christians who 
lived and died before us and currently live in heaven.  

In last week’s parable Jesus shocked his listeners by reversing who would be “in heaven”: 
“The last will be first and the first will be last.” Those who are considered nobodies and losers 
in society will be at the front of the line. In heaven we will value all of God’s family.

Another exciting thing about heaven is the opportunity to meet and get to know people 
from all the various times of history and places around the world!  Think about it, think of 
all the people who lived in different times and places – with whom you can be great friends!  
For example, I’d like to meet many of the women in the Bible about whom we know so little: 
Ruth, Esther, Mary, Lydia, Priscilla, and Mary the Mother of Jesus. I also look forward to 
talking with Diedrich Bonhoeffer, Corrie Ten Boom, and the martyrs from the Holocaust. I 
think of the brave men and women of the Civil Rights Movement who lost their lives fighting 
for God’s justice on earth. Heaven is going to be such an incredible place where we will be able 
to get to know people from all ages and places.  And the greatest part of all is that we will be 
with Jesus Christ – face to face.

3. Heaven won’t be boring because we will be transformed.  
Let’s look again at 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, “Listen, I tell you a mystery: we will not all sleep, 
but we will all be changed – in a flash, in a twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the 
trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.”  

What is the mystery here? In this verse it says we’re going to be changed!  Phil 3:21 
describes it this way, “who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, 
will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his (Jesus) glorious body.” Our earthly 
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bodies will be resurrected like Jesus’ body. There will no longer be any illness and pain and 
suffering. 

This transformation also means sin will no longer hold any power over us. God will 
transform our imperfections so that we can be our best selves, the persons God created us to be. 
Since all who open themselves to God’s grace will be transformed, we will live in perfect 
harmony, peace, Shalom. 

4. Lastly, heaven won’t be boring because we will have valuable work to do.
We Americans have commonly believed that the good life begins when we retire, when we 
stop working! So how is it heaven if I am going to have to work there?  Well, heaven without 
anything to do, just doesn’t make sense.  Besides, work was a part of the Garden of Eden, Gen. 
2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of 
it.”  Before sin entered the universe, in the original Eden, work was a part of perfect human life 
on earth!  Now don’t get me wrong, work wasn’t a part of the curse of sin. According to 
Genesis 3:17-19, sin is what made work become menial, tedious and frustrating.  But there will 
be a day when the earth will be redeemed and transformed back into the perfect form which 
God intended it to be in the beginning.  We’ll talk more about this in a few weeks.  

Rev. 22:3 reminds us that “No longer will there be any curse.  The throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.” Over and over again, the Book of 
Revelation refers to us serving in heaven.  But in heaven this work that we do will be 
creative and satisfying and enriching: this work will never be drudgery or something we hate. 

I think of an older couple I visited. I complimented them on the beautiful paintings that 
hung on their wall - of birds and trees and God’s creation. The man shared this story. His 
father was an extremely gifted artist. His high school teacher encouraged him to go to college to 
develop his talent, but he needed to take care of his family and ended up working in the coal 
mines for his entire life. But when he retired, he started painting again. His working in the coal 
mines was filled with darkness and drudgery, but his paintings now reflected a rainbow of 
colors and his inspiring creativity. God gave him this gift, and he is perfecting it in heaven.

You see, the work God will have for us will be joyful and fulfilling, it will be a blessing. 
Randy Alcorn, author of the book Heaven, described work in heaven this way: “Maybe you’ll 
build a cabinet with Jesus’ father, Joseph of Nazareth –  or with Jesus.  Maybe you’ll tend sheep 
with David, make a tent with Paul or write a song with Isaac Watts.”
Know that the work you enjoy doing in this world will last forever and ever and be a blessing 
to you and others in eternity.
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In closing, heaven won’t be boring!
God wants to meet our longings:
To find joy and love in God’s presence.
To belong and find community in God’s family.
To be transformed to be our best selves.
To enjoy doing God’s work on earth and in heaven.

Invitation – Would you bow your heads with me and pray?
God has been reaching out to you and inviting you to draw close to him, for eternity. By putting 
all your trust in Jesus Christ and asking him to forgive your sin, you receive the gift of abundant 
life and new joy, now and forever.  God will never turn anyone away. You don’t have to 
understand everything, just trust in God’s power to completely transform your life. When you 
truly meet Jesus, he will help you love others more deeply. God’s Spirit is calling you to work, 
for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.

*Pastoral Prayer
Creator of Heaven & Earth,
You have given us many pleasures, yet they do not completely satisfy us.
We are longing for something more in life.
You have made us for yourself and we will be restless until we rest in you.
It is only in your presence that we find true and eternal joy. 

You are the source of all that is good. 
We thank you for your many gifts in our lives -

especially our fathers and Godly men in our family, church and community
who show us your love and acceptance.

We rejoice with those who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries and graduations.
Unite us with our brothers and sisters on earth and in heaven.

Lord, the burdens of life weigh us down. Be with all those in our church and community 
who are struggling with pain, sickness, addictions, death, trauma, and grief.

Be with those in work that is unfulfilling or dangerous and with those who are unemployed.
Open new doors of opportunity for them. May they faithfully trust you with their lives.

Free us from all that enslaves us and transform us to live as your disciples. 
May we use our talents for your glory, to bless others.

We join together in the words that Jesus taught us to pray – Our Father, who are in heaven….

Benediction (after closing song)  
May your longings point you to God. May your life be transformed with God’s joy.
May you find belonging in God’s family. Go in peace and serve one another, on earth and in 
heaven.


